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BROOKFIELD

Luxury apartments proposed 
for old Toys ‘R’ Us building

Submitted rendering

A two-building luxury apartment development
has been proposed for the former Toys “R” Us
location in Brookfield, south of Brookfield
Square mall.

Developer cites area’s entertainment, employment offerings
By Katherine Beck
kbeck@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

BROOKFIELD — The trans-
formation at and around Brook-

field Square continues with a
new proposal from Wingspan
Development Group, which
seeks to redevelop the former
Toys “R” Us building that has
sat vacant for about two years.

Located south of the mall and
the city’s new conference cen-
ter, the proposed luxury multi-
family development would be
constructed on 4.88 acres at 355
S. Moorland Road. 

According to the plans sub-
mitted to the city of Brookfield,
which will be discussed during
Monday’s  Plan  Commission

See BROOKFIELD, PAGE 6A

Evers releases
guidelines 

for reopening 
businesses

Locals react positively 
By Jake Ekdahl

Jekdahl@Conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

MADISON — Gov. Tony
Evers announced Friday
the release of a series of
publications made avail-
able for busi-
nesses seek-
ing to “turn
the dial”
toward
reopening
safely. 

The guide-
lines were
developed by
the Wisconsin
Economic
Development
Corporation
in consulta-
tion with the Departments
of Health Services, Agri-
culture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection, and
Tourism, as well as indus-
try experts and associates.

Evers: 
No plans to
extend Safer

at Home 
MADISON — Gov. Tony

Evers says he doesn’t plan
to extend his Safer at
Home order past May 26,
when it’s set to expire.

Eversy told WBAY radio
on Thursday that he does-
n’t think such an exten-
sion will be necessary. 

“I think by the 26th we
will be in a place where we
don’t have to do that.
unless something extraor-
dinary happens,” Evers
said.  “... we are doing a
great job with testing and
tracing those results in a
way that I feel confident
we are headed in the right
direction.”

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Beverly Franzke and Chuck Franzke watched the parade from their home at 726 N. Glenn Drive on Friday. Neighbors on the
street came out to watch the parade and honor Franzke.

See GUIDELINES, PAGE 6A

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Area World
War II veterans were honored
on Friday for the 75th

anniversary of VE Day, or Victory in
Europe Day, to commemorate Ger-
many’s surrender in 1945.

Veterans throughout Waukesha
County and neighboring communi-
ties were honored with a drive-by
parade which included police depart-
ment vehicles, fire department vehi-
cles and vintage military vehicles.

The event was coordinated by
Honor Our Military, Inc., a nonprofit
all-volunteer organization. Organiz-
ers Bill Rheingans and Mary Ann
D’Acquisto led two of the three
parade groups.

Rheingans said they were able to
gather the names of World War II vet-
erans by contacting other area orga-
nizations.

The Waukesha group visited the
homes of eight veterans in Wauke-
sha, Pewaukee and Hartland includ-
ing: Tom Heaton, Al Exner, Ernest
Johnson, Chuck Franzke, Dallas
Kobriger, Ernie Yanke, Bill Kosky
and John Eskau.

Franzke, the 97-year-old dancing
veteran who lives in Waukesha and
became an internet sensation in
April, said he was happy to be hon-
ored.

He and his wife, Beverly Franzke,
have been married for 81 years, and
she joined him on the porch Friday
for the parade.

VETERANS HONORED FOR SERVICE
Dancing World War II veteran among those 
recognized on 75th anniversary of VE Day

The drive-by parade included police
department, fire department and vin-
tage military vehicles.
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By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — The vil-
lage of Pewaukee on Friday
filed a lawsuit and a tempo-
rary restraining order to
stop the razing of the former
St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
saying that village permis-
sion is required given the
property’s recent designa-

tion as a historic landmark.
A hearing on the matter

took place Friday afternoon,
during which Kathryn
Sawyer Gutenkunst, attor-
ney for the church, said “the
construction on Queen of
Apostles Congregation
Church will not take place
on Monday,” online court
records indicate. The hear-
ing was adjourned to
Wednesday afternoon. Nei-
ther Gutenkunst nor a
church official could be
reached for comment after
business hours Friday.

Pewaukee sues 
to block razing of 
St. Mary’s Church

Property recently
named historic

landmark

See CHURCH, PAGE 6A

To watch the video
■ To watch the video of the parade driv-
ing by the residence of Chuck Franzke,
visit The Freeman’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/WaukeshaFreeman.

See HONORED, PAGE 6A


